CONCLUSION.
Shaw's Discussion-Play and Contemporary Society

A good arlist fallen among the Fabians may be the regret of critical
maturity with regard to Shaw's plays. There are many things
in the plays that may offend the trained discrimination of a judicious
critic: the lack of economy, selection, and concentration in their
construction. The arlist, " who could drink music like wine,
make epigrams like diamonds," and who could cast the spell of
his own music on the long discussions in his plays, concerned himself
with dry as dust blue-books, statistics and sanitation, both of
the mind as well as of the body. In the realm of ideas, though
not in the realm of art, the tragedy of the Elderly Gentleman may
overtake Shaw, the playwright, in 3000 A.D.; a Zoo or a Zozim,
living in a happier society, may not be able to understand most
of the evils against which Shaw tilted in his plays. But in con-
temporary society, Shaw's plays have a definite value, "I firmly
believe that we are getting the young," Wells remarked with reference
to a performance of Shaw's Major Barbara. The Shaw theatre
has a special appeal to the young,
Though Shaw's plays have the appearance of realism, they distort
reality in obedience to the laws of comedic exaggeration and cari-
cature. Britain cannot be such a bad place as Shaw paints it
in his plays. As Blanco White's sonnet about the sun's light
says Shaw's comic exaggeration hides the vital forces of British
society and makes no mention of the positive elements in it* For
instance, he docs not make mention except in Buoyant Billions,
of the working-class Movement and the activities of the Labour
Party in Britain, The figure of Strakcr is satirical, and does not
justice to the movement to which he belongs, The philosophy
of life of a member of the trade-union in not the quest of a career
for himself, but his self-improvement through the general better-
ment of his class. Shaw's political plays make no mention of this
attitude of the workers. Shaw's criticism of parliamentary
democracy is perspectiveless in us much as it forgets thai adult
franchise is a fairly recent event in the history of parliament. Shaw's
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